
Leprosy
a thing of

the past
is not

but

it should be!



The following information is meant to give your students a basic understanding of what 
leprosy is and how they are transforming lives by participating in Cured not Cursed. 
Following the list of questions we are frequently asked, we turned the tables with some 
discussion questions to challenge your group. Please refer to www.cureleprosy.ca for 
additional information and do not hesitate to contact the Mission directly if you should 
need anything else.

Thank you for your participation and HAVE FUN!

talk about it much anymore. But you need to know that leprosy still exists and is a 

big problem in many countries. In Canada, cases of leprosy are extremely rare, but 

the year 2000, there were still 91 countries in the world that had reported cases of 

Good Question. Leprosy is a disease that affects men and women, boys and girls 

alike. The Mycobacterium leprae bacterium, which causes leprosy, attacks the 

like the hands, feet and face. Patches of skin become discoloured and anesthetized 



Yes and no. Leprosy passes from one person to another through prolonged 

is naturally immune to the disease.

People still fear this disease because they 

don’t understand it can be cured! Many 

been cursed or has committed an 

their punishment. Of course, neither 

belief is true.

friends and family because of 

an illness that you yourself 

don’t understand. 

equally damaging emotional 



people with leprosy often feel 

hopeless and abandoned. 

There is hope. There is hope, 

because there is a cure. In 1982, 

three drugs were brought together 

which cleared the body of the 

bacteria that causes leprosy. This 

areas of the countryside, far from a hospital. There is a lot of work to do before 

their symptoms instead of seeking treatment.

So while the World Health Organization declares that leprosy is no longer a health 

concern, the Leprosy Mission is hesitant to participate in such celebrations.



Leprosy causes simple tasks like taking a pot off 

leprosy anesthetizes parts of the body, when 

dangerous—if they step on something that 

no pain, they are left untreated. But this can 

lead to infections and permanent damage.

Additionally, when leprosy enters the feet 

up. The person loses the ability to grab 

things. Feet can become so deformed 

walk. Can you imagine not being 

able to hold a pen or a fork? Sadly, 

these deformities are sometimes 

only option. 



Mission in Canada has been working to follow in the footsteps of Christ by helping 

people suffering from the disease. Much has changed in the span of 100 years, but 

there is still much to do.

the different needs that people with leprosy face. 

First and foremost, The Leprosy Mission 

is trying to bring the cure to the people. 

Whether this is done through The 

Leprosy Mission Hospitals, or through 

programs that reach into the community, 

be cured.

For many people affected by leprosy, 

the cure has come after damage 

to the body has already 

been done. This is 

why we offer care to 

people who need 

a cure. 



after leprosy.

school. Adults are in need of training and assistance to start new careers. 

education and training programs, as well as small loans to start businesses, we 

constraints of leprosy. 

them, unconditionally.



We’d like to ask you some questions now that you can discuss among your group. 
The more we all talk together about leprosy… the more this disease can become a 
thing of the past!

leprosy? How would you feel?

with leprosy?

Leprosy Mission works. (Hint: check out our website at www.leprosy.ca)

PARTICIPATE IN CURED NOT CURSED!

The Leprosy Mission Canada
100 Mural Street, Suite 100, Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4B 1J3


